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To this should be added the fact that mar-
riages are increasing. From 1886 to 1896 they
averaged 281,000 a year. From 1896 to 1906
they were 297,000. In 1907 they attained the
high-water mark of S^OOO.1 M. Thery gives
the figures of 314,908 marriages, the largest num-
ber for the nineteenth and the twentieth centuries,
except in 1872, the year after the Franco-
Prussian war.2

As to the birth-rate, whose low ebb has been
frequently referred by the clergy to immorality
and irreligion, it must be admitted that this
phenomenon is general all over Europe. The
argument that this brings France upon a footing
of inferiority with Germany has value only for
those who make military considerations para-
mount. The real superiority does not lie in
numbers, but in the moral earnestness of indi-
viduals. From this point of view it may be
honestly asked if the very high birth-rate of 36
per thousand for the French Canadians in the
province of Quebec3 suggests higher ethical
motives than that of 22 per thousand in France f
This birth-rate is still higher than that of several
American States, which are far from being the
least moral ones of the Union. Frenchmen ol
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